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To the Britiſh and other European Inha- 
bitants of NEW SOUTH WALES 
and NORFOLK ISLAND. 


My Beloved, 

Do not think it neceſſary to 

make an apology for putting this 
Addreſs into your hands; or to enter 
into a long detail of the reaſons 


which induced me to write it. 


One reaſon may ſuffice. I find I 
cannot expreſs my regard for vou, 
{0 ofien, or lo fully, as I with, in any 
other way. 


On our firſt arrival in this diſtant 
part of the world, and for ſome time 
afterwards, our numbers were compa— 
ratively mall; and while they reſided 
nearly upon one ſpot, I could not only 
preach to them on the Lord's day, but 
allo converie with them, and admo- 
niſh them, more privately. 


1 a b = Dut 


„„ 
But ſince that period, we have gra- 
dually increaſed in number every year 
(notwithſtanding the great mortality 
we have ſometimes known) by the 
multitudes that have been ſent hither 
after us. The colony already begins 


to ſpread, and will probably ſpread 


more and more every year, both by 
new ſettlements formed in different 
places under the crown, and by a 
number of individuals continually be- 
coming ſettlers. Thus the extent of 
what I call my pariſh, and conſe- 
quently of my parochial duty, 1s en- 
larging daily. On the other hand, 
my health is not ſo good, nor my 


* conſtitution ſo ſtrong, as formerly. 


And therefore I feel it impracticable, 
and impoſſible for me, either to preach, 
or to converle with you ſo freely, as 
my inclination and affettion would 


prompt me to do. 
I have 


* 

I have therefore thought it might 
be proper for me, and I hope it may 
prove uſeful to you, to write ſuch an 
Addreſs as I now preſent you with. I 
tranſmitted a copy of 1t to my friends 
in England, with a requeſt, that if they 
approved of it, a ſufficient number 
might be printed, and ſent to me. Thus 
I am now able to leave with you a 
teſtimony of my affection for you, and 
of my ſincere and heart-felt concern, 
for your Leſt, becauſe your eternal, 
welfare. My times are in the hand 
of God. He, and He only, knows 
how long I may live, or how long my 
preſent connection with you, may con- 
tinue. I truſt, however, that ſo long 
as the all-wiſe Diſpoſer of all events 
ſhall be pleaſed to ſpare my life, and 
ſtrength; and government ſhall deem 
my ſervices in this remote land, ne- 
ceſſary, it will ſtill be, as it has hitherto 
1 been, 
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SO 
been, my moſt ardent deſire, my uni- 


torm endeavour, and my greateſt plea- 
ſure, to promote your happineſs. And 


when recalled to my native country, 


or removed by my God to my eternal 
home, to receive that crown of righte- 
ouſneſs, which J humbly truſt is laid 
up for me, by reading and carefully 
peruſing the following pages, I hope 
you will be convinced, and _— 
how ſincerely you were pitic® 
how dearly beloved by 


RICHARD JOHNSON, 
Port Faciſcn, Of. 30. 1792. 
+ 0 38 
At this date, excluſive of thole who 
died or were born on the voyages 
from England: 


Baptſms - - - 226 

Marriages 220 

Burials - - - - 854 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


18 Author hopes that all well- 

diſpoſed perſons will excuſe the 
imperfections they may meet with in 
this Addreſs. It is the firſt time of his 
appearance in print, and may be the 
laſt. Nor would he have attempted 
it now, were it not or the very pecu- 
lar ſituation he is in, and the hope he 
entertains, that his feeble, but he truſts, 
fincere, attempt, may, by the bleſſing 
of God, be made uſeful to thoſe un- 
happy perſons, with whom he is ſo 
nearly connected, and for whole ſalva- 
tion and happinels he is ſo > OM 
concerned. 


And 
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been, my moſt ardent deſire, my uni- 
torm endeavour, and my greateſt plea- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


PHE Author hopes that all well- 


diſpoſed perſons will excule the 
imperfections they may meet with in 
this Addrels. It is the firſt time of his 
appearance in print, and may be the 
laſt. Nor would he have attempted 
it now, were it not for the very pecu- 
lar ſituation he is in, and the hope he 
entertains, that his feeble, but he truſts, 
ſincere, attempt, may, by the bleſſing 
of God, be made uſeful to thoſe un- 
happy perſons, with whom he 1s ſo 
nearly connected, and for whole ſalva- 
tion and happineſs he is ſo deeply 


concerned. 


And 


183 
And he returns his moſt ſincere and 
hearty thanks to true Chriſtians of 
every denomination, for their kind re- 
membrance of him at the throne of 
grace. He ſtill hopes, becauſe he ſtill 
needs, a continuance of their fervent 
prayers to God for him, That he may 
be endued with thoſe gifts, and with 
that wiſdom, zeal, and faithfulneſs 
which are ſo needful to direct, ſupport, 
and ſtrengthen him—and may be fa- 
voured with more manifold and 
abundant ſucceſs in that arduous, try- 
ing, yet honourable, and, at times he 


can ſay, pleaſant and delightful work, 


in which he is engaged. 
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ADDRESS, KC, 
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BESEECH you, brethren, ſuffer this 

word of exhortation, Your fouls are 
precious. They are precious in the ſight of 
God. They are precious to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, They are precious in my eſteem. 
Oh that you yourſelves were equally ſenſible 
of their value. 


We have now been here almoſt five years. 
During this time, I truſt, I have been faithful 
in the diſcharge of my duty, faithful to my 
God, my country, my conſcience, and to your 
immortal ſouls, 


B { would, 


1 4. 
I would, nay I do, humbly hope, that my 


labours have not-been wholly in vain. Some 
of you, I truſt, have been convinced of your 
folly, ſin and danger; you have earneſtly 
ſought, and happily found mercy with God 
through a Mediator. You can now ap- 
proach him as a God reconciled, a merciful 
Father and Friend, and are evidencing the 
reality of you converſion, by an upright life 
and converſation, | 


But I muſt expreſs my fear, that thoſe of 
you, who are thus convinced of fin, and 
converted to God, and reformed from your 
evil courſes, are comparatively very few, It 
is too evident, that the far greater part of 
you diſcover no concern for religion. The 


Great God, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Holy 


Spirit, death, judgment, eternity, heaven 


and hell, —theſe are ſubjects which ſeldom, 
if at all, engage your attention; and there- 
fore you ſpend days, weeks, months and 


years, in a profane and cartleſs manner, 


though 


| [3-3 
though you are repeatedly informed and re- 
minded in the moſt plain, faithful, and alarms 


ing language I can uſe, that the wages of ſin, 
without repenrance, 1s death * the curſe of 
God, and the eternal ruin and damnation of 
your ſouls ! 


Oh, I intreat you, brethren, to conſider 
what is contained in theſe two words, Jalva- 
lion and damnation! The one implies every 
thing that an immortal ſoul can want or de- 

_ fire to make it happy. The other includes 
an idea, the molt gloomy and dreadful that 
can be conceived. The former will be the 
admiration of angels, and the ſong and joy of 
the redeemed ; the latter will be the torment 


o hn 
0 


of devils, and of all impenitent finners, for 
ever and ever 7. | 


r RT 


Remember likewiſe, that ere long, either 
this endleſs inconceiyable happineſs, or unut- 
*. Rom: vi. 23. 


+ 1 Pet. i. 12, Rev. vii. 9—17, Rev, xiv, 11. 
B 2 terable 


4 ] | 
terable miſery will be your portion, or your 
doom, and mine, Our glaſs of life is running 
away apace. Our time is faſt haſtening to a 
period. Death is making ſure and ſpeedy 
ſtrides towards vs daily, judgment is at hand, 


and the Judge himſelf is at the door. Ard 


oh! conſider, when the breath we now draw - 


| ſhall depart, the tender thread of life be cut, 


our ſtate will be unalterably and for ever 
fixed ; either to live with God, with angels, 

and glorified faints, in heaven; or to dwell 
with devils, in the darkneſs and torments of 


hell. 


On theſe accounts your ſouls are, as I have 
ady obſerved, very Precious, not only in 


1 iny*egord, how greatly I long 
after you "BY the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt *. 
Next to the ſalvation of my ou ſoul, nothing 


in this world lies ſo near my heart, as the 
converſion and ſalvation of my fellow crea- 


Phil. i. 8. 
tures; 


(#3 
tures; and efpecially of you, over whom 1 
am appointed more immediately to watch, 
as one who mult give an account f. 


And oh, my friends, if this affectionate, 
though plain addreſs, ſhould anſwer my ar- 
dent wiſhes and prayers, if it ſhould prove 


the happy means of converting even one ſoul 


to God, I ſhould indeed rejoice, as one that 
findeth great ſpoilf. For once, at leaſt, 
endeavour to lift up your hearts with rhe in 
prayer to Almighty God, the bountiful giver 
of all grace. He only can make this or any 
other means effectual ; and ſhould it pleaſe 
Him of his abounding mercy to make à ſav- 
ing impreſſion upon your hearts, you wall 
reap the happy fruits of it in life, at death, 
and to eternity. Oh that the gracious Spirit 
of the Lord may open the eyes and the ears 
of all who may read or hear what I am Writ- 
ing. May they who are aſleep, awake! May 
they who are ſpiritually dead, be made alive ! 
| +- Heb, xiii. 17. + Pf. exix. 162. 


B'3 "ay 


CS: | 
May backſliders from God be reclaimed ! 
May every one be ſtirred up to conſider, 
What will become of him in another world! 
For who amongſt us can dwell with everlaſt- 
ing burnings*? Yet ſuch mu? be our lot, 
unleſs we repent. May the Lord God give 
to each of you. repentance unto life, that you 
may be holy in this world, and happy in that 
which is to come! 


My brethren, I truſt I can fay in truth, 
and with a ſincere conſcience, That I am not 
aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt . It is a 
knowledge, and I hope an inward experience 
of this precious goſpel, that bears up iny ſpi- 
rits when I am ready to ſink as in deep wa- 
ters, and when I am almoſt overwhelmed 
by the many heavy and daily trials, croſſes, 
difficulties and diſappointments, that I meet 


with in this, alas! moſt uncomfortable fitua- 


tion. An acquaintance with this goſpel, an 


experience of its truth and power, ſweetens 


* Iſa. xxx Hi. 14. + Rom. i. 16. 


* 


2 every 


= 


every bitter, makes my croſſes comforts, and 
my loſſes gains. It is by this knowledge that 
I am enabled to bear the croſs of Chriſt, not 
only with ſome degree of patience and reſigna- 
tion, but at ſome ſeaſons, with conſolation 
and joy ; while I at one time refle& on what 
our dear Lord and Saviour endured for me, 
and at another anticipate the unſpeakable ho- 
nour and pleaſure, which, through grace, I 
hope ere long to enjoy at his right hand for 
evermore. And to endeavour to bring you, 
my dear friends, to a faving knowledge of 
what is contained in this goſpel, is not only my 
duty and inclination as a miniſter, but alſo my 
earneſt defire and pleaſure, and that which I 


long for more, than for any other thing that 
can be named “. 


1 have often explained to you, according 
to my ſentiments, what is contained in the 
goſpel. But as I fear, and am indeed well 
aware, that many of you, after all you have 


* Rom. X. 1. 


heard, 
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heard, ſtill remain ignorant, I will now tell 
you again briefly and plainly, what my views 
of the goſpel are; that by putting this book 
into your hands, you may, if you pleaſe, 
more carefully and attentively examine and 
ſearch for yourſelves, whether what 1 lay be⸗ 
fore you be agreeable to the holy ſcriptures, 
or otherwiſe ; and conſequently, whether you 

ought to believe, or to reject it. | 


The goſpel, I conceive, in its moſt exten- 
five ſenſe, comprehends the whole revealed 
will of God, recorded in the holy ſcriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament *. 


This ſacred book, which we call the Bible, 
deſcribes the original ſtate of man, as a ſtate 
of perfect purity and innocence. He was 
made in the image of God. He was made 
upright f. His underſtanding, will, his af- 
fections and conſcience, his body and foul, 
were free from defilement, guilt, or guile; 
2 Tim. Ut. 16. T Gan, 26, 27. Eceleſ. vii. 29. 

and 


Eo] 
and while he continued ſo, he was not liable 
to pain, miſery, or death. 


But man did not continue in this ſtate. 
Our firſt parents diſobeyed their Maker. By 
{inning againſt God they loſt their original 
righteouſneſs, and became earthly, ſenſual, 
deviliſh. Such are all his poſterity : for who 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? 
Man is now the very reverſe of what he was 
when firſt created. His underſtanding * is 
darkened, yea darkneſs itſelf ; his will, his 
carnal mind, is enmity againſt God; his con- 
ſcience is defiled ; his affections, no longer 
fixed upon God his Creator and Benefactor, 
are engroſſed by the vain and periſhing things 
of this world; by fin his body is become 
mortal, ſubject to pain, diſeaſe, and death ; 
and his ſoul is expoſed to the diſpleaſure of 
God, and to the curſe annexed to the tranſ- 
greſſions of his holy law. All this miſery is 


* 2 Cor, iv. 5, Epheſ. iv. 18. Titus i. 15, Rom, viii. 7, 
7 Rom. v. 12 : x 


implied 


10 
implied in that awful threatening, In the day 
that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die*. 


And is not this threatening, at leaſt in part, 
already put into execution? Whence is there ſo 
much ignorance and contempt of God? Why 
do mankind ſo eagerly, fo univerſally purſue 
the vain pleaſures and follies of the world, 
while they ſeldom think of God their Maker? 
From whence proceed the infidelity, blaſphe- 
my, lying, theft, ſabbath-breaking, flandering, 
and the many horrid evils, which every where 
abound ? Whence is it that ſo many in this 
colony, labour under ſuch fore and compli- 
cated diſorders, pains, and miſeries? Why 
are ſo many, both young and old, taken away 
by death? And why 1s it 'that others; wha 
ſee all thoſe things, do not take warning by 
them, to prepare for their own latter end ? 
Brethren, all theſe are ſo many undeniable 
proofs and evidences of what I have faid j 
namely, that we are fallen and guilty creatures. 


* Gen. ii. 17. 


Theſe 


4 


2+: 

"Theſe are the effects of Adam's fin and diſo- 
bedience. The certain conſequences of which 
would have been unavoidable and endleſs mi- 
ſcry, both of foul and body, to himſelf and all 
his poſterity, had not ſome means been pro- 
vided, ſome way laid open, for his and their 
recovery. | 


But, bleſſed be God, a door of hope is 
opened by the goſpel for miſerable ſinners ! 
A gracious promiſe was given early, even to 
our firſt parents, immediately after their fall, 
The ſeed of the woman ſhall break the ſer- 
pent's head“. This promiſed ſeed is the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, in due time, was to 
appear in the world, to be born of a woman, 
that by his life, ſufferings, and obedience unto 
death, he might recover fallen man from the 
miſery and ruin in which he was involved. 
Brethren, this goſpel which, as the miniſters 
and ambaſſadors of God, we are commiſſioned 
and commanded to preach to ſinners, pro- 

* Gen, iti. 15. 


poles 


11 
poſes a free and gracious pardon to the guilty, 
cleanſing to the polluted, healing to the ſick, 
happineſs to the miſerable, light for thoſe who 
fit in darknefs, ſtrength for the weak, food for 
the hungry, and even life for the dead *. 


All theſe ineſtimable bleſſings are the fruits 
and effects of the death and mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt, His great deſign in coming 
into the world was to ſeek and to fave thoſe 
who are loſt ; he came from heaven, that he 
might raiſe us to thoſe holy and happy man- 
ſions; he endured the curſe, that we might 
inherit the bleſſing; he bore the croſs, that 
we might wear the crown ; he died, that we 
might live; he died, the juſt for the unjuſt, 
that he might bring us to God. 


Theſe bleſſings become ours, only by be- 
lieving, or faith. Thus it is ſaid, God ſo loved 


* Gal. iv. 4, 5 Gal. iii. 13. 1 John i. 7. 
Matt. xi. 28. Matt. xi. 5. | 

+ Luke xviii. 10, 1 Tim. i. 15. 1 1 Pet. iii. 18. 
the 
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N 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son 
For what purpoſe? Why, That whoſoever 
gelieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life &; — he that believeth in him 1s 
not condemned, he that believeth in him who 
juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted to 
him for righteouſneſs f. My friends, ſearch 
the ſcriptures, and you will find that this is 

the tenor of the whole Bible; I may add of 
our church alſo, in the Articles and Homilies. 
This believing is ſometimes called a coming 
to Chriſt, a looking unto Chriſt, a truſting in 
him, a caſting our burden upon him . And 
remember, that until we do thus come to 
Chriſt, truſt in him, caſt our cares and bur- 
dens upon him, we have no part or intereſt 


in what the goſpel unfolds and offers; how- _ ,- 


ever others, who have believed, and daily 

act faith upon him, are rejoicing in the par- 

ticipation of thoſe rich benefits and bleſſings 
* John iii. 16, 18. + Rom. iv. 3, 6. 

T John vi. 37. Iſa. xlv. 22. Eph. i. 12, Pf. Iv. 22. 

C which | 
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which the goſpel freely offers to guilty and 
riſking ſinners. 


The faith whereby a ſinner receives Chriſt, 


and becomes a partaker of all the bleſſings of 
the goſpel, is the ſole gift of God, wrought 


in the heart by his Holy Spirit“. This Holy 


Spirit produces an inward change in the ſoul, 
called, in the ſcripture, the new birth, rege- 
neration , or converſion, and thus enables a 


finner, convinced of his ſin and miſery, to 
look to Jeſus, and to believe on him. 


But though repentance and faith are the 
gifts of God, which none can obtain by any 
endeavours of their own, yet we are encou- 
raged and commanded to pray for them . 


All who have thus, through grace, believ- 
ed, and are daily living a life of faith in the 
Son of God, ſhall be ſaved : but ſuch as care- 
leſsly neglect, or wilfully reject this goſpel, 


* Eph, ii, 8. John iii. 3—7. 1 Luke xi. 17, 
| muſt 
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E 
muſt be damned. Think, I. beſeech you, 
of this! Remember, that it is the ſolemn 
declaration of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. 


Now is the time to obtain the bleſſings re- 
vealed in the goſpel, and which are ſet before 
you when it is preached. Many have had 
theſe gracious declarations made to them, be- 
fore we were born, and they will be repeated 
to many after we are dead. But his is our 
day. Now is the accepted time, now is the 
day of ſalvation . To. day for you and I may 
not live to ſee to-morrow, To day, if you 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts . 
My brethren, it is your duty, your wiſdom, 
and will finally prove to be your greateſt hap- 
pineſs, to ſeek an intereſt in this ſalvation for 
yourſelves. It is your perſonal, and muſt be 
your heart concern, to make your calling and 
election ſurch. 


Mark xvi. 15. + 1 Cor vi. . + Heb. iii. 7, 8. 
6 2 Pet. i. 10. 


C 2 For 


1. 

For death will ſoon put a period to all the 
overtures of grace and mercy, with which 
many, and, particularly you,” are now favour- 
ed. It is, as I have faid, both my duty and 
my pleaſure, to preach and proclaim theſe glad 
tidings. But to whom? Not to the dead, 
but to the living; even to youF. To you 
is the word of this ſalvation ſent, But, alas! 
mould you {till put it from you, and ſhould 
death at laſt find you in an unprepared ſtate, 
it will then be too late for you to begin to cry 
for mercy . 18 


A day is likewiſe coming, when our mor- 
tal bodies, which muſt ſhortly moulder into 
duſt, will be raiſed again from the dead. 
Whether behevers or unbehevers, whether 
faints or ſinners, we muſt all appear before 
the judgment-ſeat of Chriſth. For the Lord 
Jeſus will ſhortly appear in the clouds of hea- 
ven, the laſt trumpet ſhall ſound, the graves 


＋ Acts xv. 22. Eccl; ix. 10. 
d 2 Cor. v. 10. Dan. 12. 2. Matt. xxv. 21. 


ſhall 


* ] 
ſhall open, the ſea give up her dead; and all who 
have lived upon earth, from the creation to 
the final conſummation of time, will then be 
Judged, and rewarded or puniſhed according 
to their works. Mark well St, John's re- 
preſentation of this ſolemn tranſaction, © I 
ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before 
God, and the books were opened, and ano- 
ther book was opened, which is the book of 
life, and the dead were judged out of thoſe 
things which were written in the books, ac- 
cording to their works *. Such are the de- 
clarations of ſcripture reſpecting this awful 
ſeaſon! Sinners, whatever you may now 
think of theſe things, or think or ſay of me, 
for declaring them to you, in this plain and 
ſolemn manner, I muſt and will tell you, that 
there is not à profane oath which you have 
uttered, nor a lie which you have told, nor 
a ſabbath which you have broken, nor a ſin- 
gle act of adultery, fornication, theft, or any 
wickedneſs of which you have been guilty.; 

Rev. XX. 12, 13. 
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in a word, there is not an evil you have 
committed, nor a duty you have omitted to 
perform, but what is noted down in the book 
of God's remembrance, and will be produced 
againſt you in the day of judgment, unleſs you 
repent, and believe the goſpel. You muſt 
then give an account how you improved the 
advantages now afforded you , for attending 
to the things pertaining to your peace. If 
you do not improve them, the Bible will con- 
demn you, every faithful ſermon you have 
heard will condemn you, nay, every ſermon 
which you might have heard, but would not, 
becauſe you deſpiſed and neglected the ordi- 
nances of public worſhip, will condemn you : 
And alas ! this addreſs, by which I try to 
warn you, becauſe I love you, and wiſh well 
to your ſouls ; which you are now reading, 
| or perhaps, about to throw aſide with ſcorn, 
will then condemn you. The admonitions, 
intreaties, prayers, and tears of godly parents, 
the advice and reproofs of pious friends, the 
warning and expoſtulations of faithful miniſ- 
1 | ters, 
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ters, will all witneſs againſt you. My bre- 
thren, what ſhall I ſay? The law of God, the 
goſpel, ſaints, ſinners, angels, your own con- 
ſciences, the Holy Spirit, the Lord Jeſus, the 
great Judge himſelf, will all witneſs againſt 
you, for your contempt and neglect of that 
mercy and falvation, which are ſet before you 
in the goſpel. 


Then all ungodly and impenitent ſin- 
ners, being tried, caſt, and condemned, muſt 
hear that final terrible ſentence pronounced 
upon them, Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſt- 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels “! And remember that thoſe who have 
been your aſſociates in wickedneſs here, will 
then be your companions in miſery. This 
will, if poſſible, aggravate your torment. 
You and they will rue the day when you firſt 
met; and mutually charge the ruin of your 
ſouls upon each other. Oh, think of this, 


* Matt. XX. 41s 
and 


[ 20 ] 
and pray for grace to repent, before it be-too 
late ! 


At that ſolemn ſeaſon, the righteous ſhall 


be publicly and fully acquitted before the aſ- | | 


ſembled world. The Judge will ſay to them, 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you, from the foun- 
dation of the world *. The holy angels will 
then conduct them to the manſions of eternal 
bliſs. Happy ſouls ! They will then have no 
more cauſe to weep and mourn, to fight and 
wreſtle. They will no more be exerciſed with 
darkneſs or temptation ; for fin, which is the 
cauſe of all their conflicts and ſorrows, ſhall 
be done away; and God their gracious Father, 
and everlaſting Friend, ſhall wipe all tears 


from their eyes f. 


The righteous, however obſcured and re- 
proached upon earth, ſhall then ſhine forth 
like the ſun in the kingdom of their Father, 


* Matt, xxv. 34. T Rev, vii. 17. 


They 


E 


They are repreſented to us, as ſtanding before 
the throne, clothed in white robes, with palm- 
branches (the emblems of victory) in their 
hands, and ſinging to their harps their Re- 
deemer's praiſe *, There they will join in 
company with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
with the apoſtles, prophets, and martyrs, with 
their dear friends and relatives, who died in 
the faith before them, and vith the gloriovs 
angels; and above all, (without which heaven 
itſelf would be no heaven to them) they will 
enjoy the unclouded preſence of their Lord 
and Saviour, who once ſuffered pain, and 
ſhame, and death for them. They will ſee 
him ſeated upon a throne of glory, and unite 
with all the heavenly hoſt, in aſcribing ſalva- 
tion, glory, and honour, and praiſe to him 
who loved them, and waſhed them from their 
ſins in his own blood; and has made them 
kings and prieſts to God, and to the Lamb, 
for ever and ever f. 


* Matt, xiii. 43. Rev. vii. 9, 10, f Rev. v. 9. 
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For the joys of heaven, and the pains of 
hell will be eternal. Otherwiſe, indeed, nei- 
ther the happineſs nor the miſery of a future 
ſtate could be complete. It would damp the 
Joys of the bleſſed, to apprehend that they 
muſt at length terminate. And the horrors 
of the damned would be in a degree alleviat- 
ed, if there was the moſt diſtant proſpect, that 
they would have a period. But the word of 
God aſſures us, that believers, after death, 
enter into life eternal, and that the puniſnment 
of the wicked will be everlaſting “*. 


I have now given you a ſummary of the 
great truths, which, as a miniſter of the goſ- 
pel, I am commiſſioned and commanded to 
preach. And I can call God and your con- 
ſciences to witneſs, that I have not ſhunned 
thus to declare to you the whole counſel of 
God f. I have explained to you the meaning, 
and I have urged the importance of theſe 


Matt. xxv. 46. Dan. xil. 2. 2 Theſ, i, 7—1 0, 
T Acts xx. 27. 


things 


of x 


things over and over. I have pointed out to 


you, the wretched and dangerous condition of 
ſinners, the neceſſity of converſion or the new 
birth, the nature of this change, and by what 
power it is wrought, and the fruits and effects 
which ſuch a change will produce in a man's 
tempers, words and actions. I have alſo 
ſhewn you the way, in which you may and 
mult be ſaved, if you are ſaved at all. I have 
told you again and again, that Chriſt is the 
way, the truth, and the life, and that there is 
no coming to God with comfort, either in this 
world, or in that which is to come, but by 
him. He has told you ſo himſelf “. And 
the apoitle aſſures you, that there is no other 
name under heaven, given unto men, whereby 
they can be ſaved. Look unto him, and 
you ſhall be ſaved; if not, you muſt be damn- 
ed. This is the plain truth, the expreſs de- 
claration of the Bible. Life and death are ſet 
before you . 2. 


* John xiv. 6f Acts iv. 12. + Deut. xxx. 15. 


Permit 


, b A __—— A 2 
aa — a — — 2 — 3 — 
Y — o 
” 2 f - £ . N + Wd! an ww ac — > — 
: . —— £3 . . E 
— - , r warn LO * * 1 
by — 22 2 
. - 


* * — — rr 
— <h:42hd K 


— ——— — 


i = 
—— — Fr Res 


14 J 

Permit me then, as your miniſter, your 
friend, and a well-wiſher to your ſouls, te 
preſs theſe ſerious and weighty conſiderations 
home upon your conſciences once more. I 
hope and believe that I have aſſerted nothing, 
but what can be proved by the higheſt au- 
thority, the word of the living God. They 
certainly deſerve your cloſeſt and moſt careful 
attention, ſince it is plain beyond a doubt, that 
upon your knowledge or 1gnorance, your ac- 
ceptance or rejection of this goſpel, your 
everlaſting happineſs or miſery mult depend. 


Brethren, I do not aſk you, what religious 
perſuaſion or denomination you have eſ- 
pouſed. I fear, that, if I may judge of your 
hearts by your actions, too many are deſti- 
tute of any ſenſe of religion at all. But I do 
not addreſs you as Churchmen or Diſſenters, 
Roman Catholics or Proteſtants, as Jews or 
Gentiles; 1 ſuppoſe, yea, I know, that there 
are perſons of every denomination amongſt 


But I ſpeak to you as men and women, 


you. 
as 


E 
as intelligent creatures, poſſeſſed of under- 
ſtanding and reaſon. I ſpeak to you as mor- 
tals, and yet immortals; as ſinners, who have 
broken the laws of God, and are therefore 
_ obnoxious to his diſpleaſure. And my ſole 
aim and deſire is, to be inſtrumental in turning 
you from darkneſs to light, from fin to holi- 


neſs, from the power of Satan to the ſervice 
and favour of God *. 


Seek then, I beſeech you, above all things, 
an intereſt in the bleſſings of the goſpel. - Be 
aſſured it is a matter of much leſs moment, 
whether you are rich or poor, reſpected or 
deſpiſed in this world. The rich have their 
cares, fears, croſſes, and vexations, no leſs 
than the poor ; but admitting that they could 
paſs through life with greater eaſe than others, 
we all know that they cannot eſcape death. 
The great point is, how we ſhall die? whe- 
ther as believers or unbelievers, as ſaints or 
ſinners. One ſoul, according to our Lord's 


* Acts xxvi. 18. 
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declaration, is of more value than the whole 
world“. If you loſe your ſoul, you loſe all 
at once. You loſe heaven and happineſs for 
ever. Whatever, therefore, you do, or leave 
undone, for God's ſake, and for your own 
ſakes, neglect not for one day or hour longer, 
the vaſt concerns of another life. Delays are 
dangerous. The more we have to riſk or 
loſe, the greater folly it would be accounted, 
to defer ſecuring our property and goods, 
which we know to be in danger. What 
folly, therefore, what madneſs mult it be, to 
put off with careleſs indifference, the con- 
cernments of eternity ; and to prefer the 
trifles of this tranſitory life to heaven, and 
the favour of God! Let the parable of the 
rich man, who pleaſed himſelf with the 
thought of having much good laid up for 
many years, be a warning to you! That 
very night his ſoul was required of him. 


Such perſons may now deem themſelves wiſe; 


* Mark viii. 36. + Luke x11, 16—28. 
but 
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but ere long they will be ſenſible they were 


fools. 


If you conſider what a valuable price was 
paid for our redemption, you mult be con- 
vinced that the ſoul of man is very precious in 
the ſight of God, and that fin is not fo light 
and ſmall an evil, as many of you have ſup- 
poſed. To diſobey the commandments of 
the juit and holy God, is, as far as in us hes, 
to renounce our allegiance to him, and our 
dependence upon him, and to ſet up for our- 
ſelves, and even to join with the devil in 
open rebellion againſt our Maker. It is, in 
plain terms, to fly in his face, and to bid 
defiance to his almighty arm. Sin is ſuch a 
horrid evil, that unleſs it is forgiven, and 
blotted out, by the blood of Jeſus, it will fink 
your ſouls lower than the center of the earth, 
even into the very depths of hell, never, 
never, never more to riſe *. | 


* Mark ix. 44—48, 
D 2 | So 
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So heinous was fin, in the ſight of God, that 
rather than permit it to paſs unpuniſhed, he 
would punith it in the perſon of his own, his 
only, his well-beloved Son, who was made fin, 
that is, treated as a finner deſerved to be 
treated, for us. He was delivered up into 
the hands of wicked men, and erucified, that 
by his ſufferings and death, he might make 
atonement for our ſins, and procure an 
honourable and happy reconciliation, between 
a rightzous God, and offending ſinners*, I 
beſcech you, therefore, to prize and to ſtudy 
this goſpel, that you may obtain a growing 
experience of its benefits. Praiſe God for 
ſuch a Saviour, and ſuch a ſalvation as he has 
provided. Adore him, for that infinite wiſ- 
dom and boundleſs mercy which he has diſ- 
played in the redemption of fallen man; and 
never reſt, nor be ſatisfied, till you have good 
and ſcriptural reaſon to hope, that this Saviour 
is yours, with all the bleſſings he is exalted to 
beſtow without money and without price. 


* 2 Cor. v. 18—20. 
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Our food, my brethren, then only can 
nouriſh us, when it is eaten and digeſted. 
Medicines can only profit us, by being applied 
and taken. It is exactly thus with the goſpel. 
We may hear, and talk of theſe things, but 
ſo long as they remain matters of ſpeculation, 
and do not enter into our hearts, into the very 
vitals of our ſouls, (if I may ſo ſpeak) we 
cannot be the better for them. Chriſt is the 
bread of life. His fleſh is meat indeed, and 
his blood is drink indeed! But unleſs we 
ourſelves do /piritually eat the fleſh and drink 
the blood of the Son of man (for our Lord 
ſpeaks of food for the foul, not for the body) 
we have no life in us“. | 


Moſes, by the expreſs command of God, 
erected a brazen ſerpent upon a pole, in the 
view of the camp of Iſrael f. Such of the 
people as were ſtung by the fiery ſerpents, 
were directed and commanded to look up to 
the brazen ſerpent. They who did fo were 


* John vi, 52— 58. + Numb, xxi. . 
D:3 healed, 
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healed. But if any refuſed, they were ſure 
to die. For no other means or phylicians 
could relieve them. In like manner Chriſt 
Jeſus our Saviour, once lifted up on the croſs, 
is exhibited in the preaching of the goſpel. 
Sinners, who are wounded and diſeaſed by ſin, 
are directed, exhorted, encouraged, and com- 
manded to look up to him*. And they who 
are perſuaded ſo to do, are infallibly cured of 
all thoſe ſpiritual maladies, under which they 
have long and ſorely laboured. But all, who 
deſpiſe and reject this ſovereign remedy of 
God's gracious appointment, either by a total 
indifference to religion, or by expecting fal- 
vation in any other way, will be left, and that 
moſt deſervedly, to periſh in their wilful 
obſtinacy and unbelict f. 


* John iii, 14, 15. + John iii. 36, 


PART 


PART II. 


N the former part of this addreſs, ] have 
already laid before you, in the plaineſt 
manner I was able, my views of the goſpel of 
Chriſt. And as an experimental knowledge 
of this goſpel is fo very important, I have 
endeavoured to preſs that importance upon 
your conſciences. Whether you have paid 
that attention to the ſubject, which it deſerves 
and requires, yourſelves beſt know, I can 
only ſay, that if I did not know it to be of 
great weight, I ſhould not either ſpeak or write | 
of it with ſo much earneſtneſs. But being | 
perſuaded and aſſured, by the expreſs teſti- 
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mony of the holy ſcriptures, that theſe things | 
are true; and truths, the knowledge of which | 


15 
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is eſſential to your preſent and future happi- 


neſs, I muſt be plain and faithful in declaring 
them. I ought to be very indifferent what 
men of depraved morals, and corrupt princi- 
ples may ſay, or think of me, if I have the 
witneſs of a good conſcience, and the appro- 
bation of the God whom I ſerve. My con- 
cern is for your welfare and ſalvation; for I am 
certain, as 1 have told you before, and now 


tell you again, that unleſs the goſpel is made 


the power of God to your ſouls, you mult be 
miſerable in time, and to eternity. 


I propoſe now to give you ſome advices, 
to aſſiſt you in underſtanding the goſpel for 
yourſelves, which if you obſerve, I truſt, you 
will attain to the poſſeſſion of thoſe principles, 
and walk by thoſe rules, which will both 
afford you preſent peace, and ſecure your 
future happineſs. For godlineſs has promiſes 


pertaining to the life that now is, and to that 


which is to come, 


Let 


1 


Let me then exhort you to attend ſeriouſly 
to what you are to believe; and to what you 
are to do. Theſe two points include the ſum 
and ſubſtance of the goſpel, the whole of the 
chriſtian life, and may be compriſed in two 
words, faith and practice. 


I. You muſt learn from the word of God, 
what you are to believe. True faith is the 
root and foundation of all real religion. With- 
out this inward principle, nothing that we 
have done, or can do, will be acceptable to 
God“. I have briefly informed you what 
you are to believe— That you are ſinners, 
that Jeſus Chriſt 1s an all-ſufficient and wil- 
ling-Saviour—and that the word of God both 
warrants and commands you to look to him 
for ſalvation. This looking unto Jeſus, is 
what we particularly mean by faith or 
believing. When we cordially and entirely 
rely upon him, upon the invitation of the 

Heb. xi. 6. 
promiſes 


[4 1 
promiſes of Ged, for pardon, peace, and 
eternal life, then we believe. 


All who thus believe, through grace, are 
required and commanded to be careful of 
maintaining good works*. As our moral, 
and what are often called, our virtuous actions, 
are to be tried by our religious principles ; 
it is equally true, that our religious princi- 

ples, or at leaſt the proof that they are indeed 

aur principles, muſt be evidenced by our 
moral conduct. Theſe two are fo inſeparably 
connected, that you may depend upon it, 
where one of them is wanting, what bears the 
name of the other, is no better than pretended, 
It what we profeſs to believe does not make 
us humble, honeſt, chaſte, patient, and thank- 
ful, and regulate our tempers and behaviour, 
whatever good opinion we may form of our 
notions or ſtate, we are but deceiving our- 
ſelves. The tree is known by its fruits 5. 
In this way true believers are equally diſtin- 


* Titus 11; 8. 7 James ii. 17, 18. Matt. vii. 20. 


guiſhed 
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guiſhed from profane ſinners, and from ſpe- 


cious hypocrites. The change in their hearts 
always produces a change in their whole 


deportment. Sin, which was once their de- 
light, is now the object of their hatred, It 
was once neceſſary as their food, but now 
they avoid it as poiſon. They war, watch, 
and pray againſt it. And their delight is to 
ſtudy the revealed will of God. 


By theſe teſts you may judge of your true 
ſlate before God. Surely you cannot ſuppoſe 
that your inward ſtate is good, while your 
outward conduct is Sad. Hence you may 
be aſſured that no unclean perſon, or profane 
{wearer, no one who lives in direct oppoſition 
to the commands of God, can be, while he 
continues in this courſe, a true chriſtian, 
Such a ſuppoſition would be no leſs abſurd, 
than it would be to ſuppoſe, that a man is a 
good and peaceable ſubject, though he lives 
in open rebellion againſt the king. You may 
as 
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as well conceive of a holy devil, as of an 
unholy chriſtian. 


I hope you will not miſtake me. I do not 
mean that true chriſtians are without ſin. But 
I affirm, that no true chriſtian can live in an 
habitual courſe of fin. No, fin 1s their grief, 
their burden *; and when through temptation, 
or unwatchfulneſs, they are drawn aſide, like 
the dove ſent out of the ark, they can find no 
reſt, till by hearty repentance, and true faith, 
they obtain a new ſenſe of forgiveneſs, 


] now proceed to offer you ſome directions, 
with which if you comply, I truſt, that by the 
bleſſing of God, you will enjoy peace in your 
fouls, and be enabled to regulate your con- 
duct and converſation, as becometh the goſpel 


of Chriſt, 


Read and ſtudy the ſcriptures. This was 
our Lord's direction to the Jews. Search 


* 1 John iii. 8, 9. Rom. vii. 23, 24. 


the 
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the ſcriptures, for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life, and they teſtify of mex. The 
Bereans were commended for their atten- 
tion and diligence in this reſpect. They 
received the word with all readineſs of mind, 
not with a blind and implicit faith in what 
they heard, even from an apoſtle, but they 
ſearched the ſcriptures daily, to know whether 
what he taught them was agrecable to tne 


word of God. 


The Bible is our only ſure and infallible 
guide. It was given by inſpiration of God. 
All other books, however good and uſeſul, 
are but of human compoſition, and are 
therefore not perfect . 


This ſacred book, as I have already 
obſerved to you, contains all that 1s needful to 
make us wiſe unto ſalvation. It informs us. 
of our original, how pure and innocent; ane 

* John'v. 37. Acts xvii. 11. 


E Our 
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dur preſent condition, how guilty, polluted 
and miſerable ! and the happineſs or miſery 
which awaits us in a future ſtate. From this 
book we may learn, the malignity of fin, the 
holineſs, ſpirituality, extent, and ſanction 
of the law of God ; and conſequently, the juſt 
and certain condemnation due to our diſobe- 
dience. It ſhews us, likewiſe, the way of ous 
recovery. How perfectly the meditation of 
Chriſt is ſuited to vindicate the honour of the 
law, and to diſplay the juſtice of God, in 
harmony with his mercy, and thereby to give 
peace to the conſciences of convinced ſin- 


ners. 


I intreat you, therefore, to read the word 
of God carefully. Many of you have had 
Bibles or New Teftaments given to you, and 
others might have them, if they had but an 
inclination to read. 


Some of you will perhaps object, and ſay, 


as you have already ſaid to me, We cannot 
read, 
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read. Others, We have no time given us. 
If you cannot read yourſelves, you might 
prevail on ſome of your comrades to read to 
you*, As to your having no time, I much 
queſtion it, Rather you have no inclination. 
Too many of you can find time to jeſt, to 
talk obſcenely or profanely, to read and ſing. 
idle ſongs; why might not ſome, or rather the 
whole of this time be employed in reading or 
hearing the Bible? You might find time, if 
you could find a will. But remember, that 
ſuch excuſes as you now make, will ſtand you 
in no ſtead when you appear before God in 
judgment. There are few, if any of you, 


* Two or three hours thus ſpent on the Lord's-day, 
in inſtructing each other to read, would be a very 
commendable employment. I have often expreſſed 
my longing deſire that ſuch a plan was ſet on foot 
among you. And if there could be a convenient 
building erected for this purpoſe, I ſhould think 


myſelf happy, not only to furniſh you with books, 
ſo far as I am able, but alſo perſonally to attend and. 
aſſiſt you, as much as my immediate calls of duty 
would permit, 
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but might have opportunity of attending to 
theſe things, 1f you were but willing. 


II. Obſerve and reverence the ſabbath,- or 


Lord's day. Remember the ſabbath-day, 


to keep it holy *, is a ſolemn and poſitive 
command of God, To live in the neglect of 


this commandment, is abtolutely to deſpite 


God, and to defy him, as it were to his face. 
Conſider, my friends, you have orders fre- 
quently given you here, by your ſuperiors, 


which you know you muſt obey, or you 


know the conſequences of diſobedience. 
Judge then for yourſelves, what have thoſe 
perſons to expect, who, in defiance of the 
authority of the great God, preſume to 
neglect and profane the day which he has ſo 
expreſsly enjoined to be kept holy? 


It gives me a deep and continual concern 


to obſerve how the Lord's-day is ſpent by 
many of you. What would a ſtranger think, 


ExoOd. xx. 8. 


who 


my brethren, I have ſeen and heard enough 


committing abominations, which it would 


actions, is, We will not keep it holy. It 


* 
who regards the ſabbath, if he viſited every 
part of this colony on the Lord's day? Ah! 


(alas! much more than enough) to form my 
own judgment on this ſubject. If my duty 
did not require my attendance on the public 
worſhip, and were I to viſit your different 
places and huts, I fear I ſhould find fome of 
you ſpending the hours appointed for divine 
ſervice in cultivating your gardens and 
grounds, others indulging themſelves in mere 
ſloth and idleneſs, others engaged in the moſt 


profane and unclean converſation, and others 


defile my pen to deſcribe. Now what mult 
be the end of theſe courſes ? God ſays, Re- 
member the ſabbath day to keep it holy. 
But the language, both of your hearts and 


is a day given us for ourſelves; and we wiſh, 
and we are reſolved to ſpend it as we pleaſe. 
We do not chuſe to be confined, or compelled 
to hear fo much preaching and praying.” Is 
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not this the language of your hearts? Your 
conduct too plainly proves it: but, my bre- 


thren, let me reaſon and expoſtulate a little 
with you upon this head. 


Conſider, what have been the conſequences 


to many who have thus broken God's com- 


mands. I have known, and you likewiſe 
have known, thoſe who have been brought to 
an untimely and diſgraceful end, and who 
have dated their ruin from this one evil, the 
profanation of the Lord's day. Inſtead of 
{pending it in the manner which he has 
enjoined, they kept bad and profligate com- 
pany. By this practice, all ſerious 1mpreſfi- 
ons (if they formerly had any) have been 
driven from their minds. Their hearts have 
become more and more hardened and inſenſi- 
ble; till at length, loſt to all prudent reflection, 
they have regarded neither the tender ſolici- 
tations and tears of parents, relations, and 
friends, the faithful warnings of miniſters, nor 
the checks and rebukes of their own conſci- 

| ences, 
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ences. And what has been the event? I need 
not tell you, that having given way to their 
own wicked wills, the advice and example of 
their ungodly companions, and the temptations 
of the devil (for, be aſſured, that he is always 
at the bottom of theſe miſchiefs) they have, at 
length, committed ſome act of depredation 


and villainy, which has brought them to an 
untimely grave. 


Such, brethren, have been the free and 
ingenuous confeſſions of many of thoſe un- 
happy people who have ſuffered death. And 
if you were to ſpeak the ſentiments of your 
hearts, I doubt not, but many of you, who 
by the mercy of God are yet living, would 
make the like acknowledgment ; that break - 
ing the ſabbath was the firſt ſtep towards 
bringing you into that pitiable ſituation, in 
which you either have been, or {till are ſuffer- 
ing. And will you ſtill perſevere in the road 
of miſery ? Will you ſtill prefer the chains of 
vour own depraved inclinations, to the ſervice 


of 
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of God, which is perfect freedom? Accord- . 
ing to the Jewiſh law, a man was ſtoned to 
death, for gathering ſticks on the ſabbath 
day x, whereas you are doing a number of 
things on the Lord's day, which might as well 
be done before, or left undone till aſterwards. 
But ſuch is the long-ſuffering of the Lord, 
that though others have been cut off, you are 
ſpared'to this hour. May his goodneſs lead 
you to repentance} Or otherwife, light as 
theſe things may appear to -you now, and 
though you may plead a neceſſity for what 
you do, I tell you again, as I have often told 
you before, that a day is coming when God 
will call you to a ſtrict account. 


Beſides, If you would reaſonably hope for 
the bleſſing of God to ſucceed your labours, 
it is certainly your intereſt, as well as your 
duty to obey his commands. And this in 
particular, Keep the ſabbath day holy. If, 
in direct oppoſition to this plain precept, you 


» Numb, xv. 32—36, 


will 
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will work and labour, as on other days, what 
ground can you have to expect that God will 
bleſs and proſper your undertakings? Tou 
have much greater cauſe to fear that his curſe 
will follow you 1n your affairs, and blaſt and 
diſappoint all your wiſhes and proſpects. 


Let then the miſconduct and fatal ends of 
others, and the calamities and troubles that 
you have brought upon yourſelves Let the 
gracious promiſes of God, on the one hand, 
and his awful threatenings on the other, 1n- 
duce you, in future, to remember the ſabbath 
day, to keep it holy ! 


And let me offer you a few plain directions, | 
as to the obſervance and improvement of the 
ſabbath: 


Begin the day with prayer; and for this 
purpoſe ſeek ſome place of retirement, if you 
find it impracticable to meditate or pray, from 
the interruptions you are expoſed to, in your 

dwellings, 
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dwellings *, from thoſe who ridicule and ſcoff 
at every appearance of religion. Retire from 
them, and pray to him who ſeeth in ſecret; 
and praiſe him for the many mercics you 
have received. Conſider with yourſelf, how 
little you have improved them. Humble 
yourlelves before God, under a ſenſe of your 
fins and imperfections, and pray for pardon 
and repentance. Intreat him, to enable you: 
to watch over your hearts, words, and actions, 
throughout the day, and that you may not be 
hindered or hurt by the ſnares and tempta- 
tions around you. Intreat God to aſſiſt your 
miniſter, and to accompany what you may 
hear from him, with a bleſſing to your foul, 
and to all who ſhall be preſent with you. 


If you have families, you ſhould call them 
together, and pray with them, and for them. 
There are many promiſes made to worſhiping 
families, and to thoſe who, like Abraham, 


* Many complaints have been made to me on this 
Jead. 


endeavour: 


> 
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endeavour to teach their children and houſe- 


hold to know and ſerve the Lord“. And 
the neglect of chis is one reaſon, why many 


families ive uncomfortably. They hve with- 


out prayer, and therefore without peace, 


Having thus endeavoured to impreſs your 
minds w.th ſcrious thoughts, in ſecret or at 
home; attend conſtantly upon the public 
worthip, and there pay a cloſe attention to 
every part of the ſervice. Remember that 
the eye of God 1s particularly upon you 
there. He has promiſed to be with two or 
three that meet together to call upon his 
nameF. He is to be worſhipped in ſpirit and in 
truth; and whether they aſſemble in a church, 
or in the open air, he can give them cauſe 
to ſay with Jacob, This place is ſurely the 
houſe of God, and the gate of Heaven. 
Attend the public worthip again in the after- 
noon, with your hearts lifted up to God, that 
| N Gen. xviii. 19. Prov. iii. 33 
+ Matt, xviii. 20. John iv. 24. 4 Gen. xXviii. 17. 
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you may not hear in vain; and accuſtom 
yourſelf in the evening to recollect what you 
have heard, concerning the miſertes which 
ſin has brought into the word; the love of 
God in ſending his own Son to redeem ſumners 
from thoſe miſeries; the ſufferings, lite, death, 
and reſurrection of the Saviour; and that 
eternal reſt, which remaineth fer the people 
of God Lor you, and for me, if we are be- 


levers in Chriſt. 


If, by the bleſſing of God, I can happily 
perſuade you thus to obſerve and improve the 
Lord's day, I am ſure it will promote both 
your pleaſure and your profit. Can it be a 
queſtion with you, whether the God who made 
keaven and earth, or Satan, the ood of this 
world, is the beſt maſter? Indeed 1 too well 
know the indiſpoſition and averſeneſs of the 
carnal mind to God and his ways. Hence 
the thought of many is, What a wearineſs is 
it? And, When will the ſabbath be ended? 
Hence that open contempt and. ſcorn, which 
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is caſt upon the ſabbath, and upon public 
worſhip by many, both high and low, rich 
and poor, bond and free, old and young, 
men and women. To them the worſhip of 
God 1s tedious and diſagreeable. They nei- 
ther find pleaſure in it, nor expect benefit 
from it. And therefore their attendance is 
not from choice, but from conſtraint. 


But the thoughts and the conduct of true 
Chriſtians are very different. No day is ſo 
welcome to them as the Lord's day; not 
merely conſidered as a day of reſt from 
labour; but becauſe, having their heads and 
kearts freed from the cares and incumbrances 
of the world, it affords them opportunities 
of waiting upon God. And, brethren, you 
muſt allow that theſe perſons are beſt quali- 
fied to judge of the queſtion I have propoſed, 
Whether is beſt, to walk in the ways of 
God, or in the ways of fin? For they have 
experienced both ſides of the queſtion. They 
have tried the pleafures of the world, and 
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they have alſo tried the pleaſures of religion. 
And they will readily aſſure you, that in their 
deliberate judgment, one day thus ſpent in 
devotion, and the exerciſes of religion, is 
preferable to a thouſand days waſted in the 
vain and unſatisfying pleaſures, which they 
ſought in their former wicked practices *. 


I have written thus largely upon the due 
ebſervance of the Lord's day, becauſe of that 
ſhameſul, open, and general neglect, that 
daring profanation of the Sabbath, which 
abounds amongſt us. It 1s well known, and 
it is matter of great grief and concern to me, 
that numbers of you pay not the leaſt regard 
to this day. Numbers of you will not come 
to public worſhip at all, others but ſeldom, 
and then with much reluctance. And when 
ſpoken to, different perſons frame different 
excules, all which, when examined, amount 
to little more than a want of inclination. 


* Pf. Ixxxiv. 10. 
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I have here a more ſpecial reference to thoſe 
of you, who are called Settlers and Free Peo- 
ple. You think, perhaps, and ſome of you ſay, 
That having ſerved out your appointed term, 
youare now your own maſters, and have there- 
fore a right to employ your time as you 
pleaſe. But, indeed, it is not ſo, I muſt tell 
you, brethren, that my commiſſion from 
God, and my appointment from govern- 
ment, extend equally and alike to all the 
inhabitants, without diſtinction. It is my 
duty to preach to all, to pray for all, and to 
admoniſn every one. And it is no leſs the 
duty of all, to come to public worſhip, to 
hear the goſpel, and to pray for me. Theſe 
mutual ties and obligations between you and 
me, are not leſſened by any change in your 
circumſtances. And remember, that the 
ſlight you put upon the public worſhip, IS 
not properly a ſlight of me (if that was all, it 
would be a matter of utter indifference) bur 
upon the Lord himſelf; for I truſt it is his 
meſſage, and not my own, that I deliver 
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to you“. I wiſh, therefore, what I have faid 
upon this ſubject, to be underſtood as ad- 
dreſſed 2% all, whether of higher or lower 
rank, who are guilty of breaking the ſabbath. 
Whatever our ſtation or calling may be, our 
obligations to keep holy the ſabbath- day, 
are preciſely the ſame. If any are more 
mexcuſable than the reſt, it muſt be thoſe, 
who, from their ftation' and office, are pecu- 
larly bound to fet a good example to others, 
I hope this friendly hint will be received in 


good part. I mean not to offend, But I 


mut admoniſh you, that whatever be your 
ſituation in life, you will gain nothing in the 
end, by doing what God forbids, nor will 
you be a loſer by yielding ſtrict obedience to 
his commands, 


III. Be conſtant and diligent in prayer to 


* 


God. Intreat him to give his bleſſing to 


what you read and hear, and to all your 
concerns. As we are weak and needy crea- 


* Luke x. 16. 
cures, 
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tures, always dependent upon God, and always 
receiving mercies and favours from him, we 
ought to be frequent and earneſt in prayer. 
Daniel was accuſtomed to pray three times in 
the day x. I hope you will be punctual in 
prayer, morning and evening, at leaſt. So 
long as any of you live without prayer, you 
live without Chriſt, without hope, and with- 
out God in the world. They, who do not 
pray to God while upon earth, will not be 
admitted to praiſe him in heaven, When 
the rich careleſs man who had fared ſumptu- 
ouſly every day, for a time, lifted up his eyes 
in torments, he only deſired and prayed for 
a drop of water to cool his tongue, but it was 
not granted to him. Oh! if you value your 
ſouls, pray earneſtly to God. Conſider your 
obligations to do ſo. He is your Creator, 
Preſerver, Benefactor. In him you live and 
move, and have your being. And therefore 
not to acknowledge, by prayer, your depend- 
ence upon him, would manifeſt the greateſt 


* Dan, vi. 10. Epheſ. ii. 12. 
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ingratitude and inſenſibility. Conſider, like- 
wiſc, the encouragement you have to pray. 
Though you are by nature ſinners, and by 
practice enemies and rebels, he gives you free 
and ſure promiſes, that whoever is diſpoſed 
to return to him, and ſcek him by earneſt 
prayer, ſhall not ſeck him in vain. Oh! my 
brethren, that there was leſs curſing and 
ſcaring, and more prayer among you! 


After theſe poſitive directions what you 
ought 70 do, I proceed to ſome neceſſary cau- 
tions, againſt what you ought to avoid. 


I. Profane ſwearing is one thing againſt 
which I am eſpecially bound to warn you, 
becauſe it is an evil which ſo much abounds 


amongſt you. 


God has ſaid, Thou ſhalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain, for the 
Lord will not hold him guildleſs, that taketh 
his name in vain, Our Saviour likewilc has 

faid, 
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ſaid, Swear not at all“. But how can you 
reconcile theſe prohibitions to your conduct; 
or your conſciences? When inſtead of not 
ſwearing at all, many of you ſeldom open 
your lips, but the firſt and laſt words which 
you utter, are blaſphemous oaths, and horrid 
imprecations? Is this acting like rational or 
accountable creatures? Who gave you the 
powers of reaſon and ſpeech? Was it not 
God? And can you think that he gave them 
to you, that you may blaſpheme his holy 
name, and to uſe the moſt profane, obſcene, 
and deſperately wicked language your hearts 
can invent; a language only fit for incarnate 
devils, and ſhocking to the ears of the igno- 
rant heathens ? This is a dreadful evil which 
you may be aſſured, will not paſs unpuniſhed. 
This ſin has often brought heavy judgments 
upon individuals, families, and kingdoms, 
Becauſe of ſwearing the land mourneth f. 
Shall not I viſit for theſe things, faith the 
Lord ? 


be Exod, xx. Te Matt. v. 34. F Jer, Xxiii. o. 
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Asa proof of the enormity of this ſin, you 
read, that Moſes, by the command of God, 
ordered a man to be ſtoned to death, for curſ- 
ing and blaſpheming “*; and it wobld be well, 
both on their own account, and for the good 
of others, if magiſtrates would ſtrictly diſ- 
charge their duty, by enforcing the laws of 
our land, which are enacted againſt this 
horrid practice. And in few places, perhaps 
in no place, ſuch ſtrictneſs would be more 
needful, or more ſalutary, chan in this 


colony. 


Our Lord aſſures us, that for every idle 
word that men ſhall ſpeak they ſhall give an 
account in the day of judgment+! How 
dreadful then will be the caſe of thoſe perſons, 
who during their whole life have employed 
their tongues in curſing, ſwearing, lying, and 
all manner of vile and unclean converſation, 
Oh! think of this in time, and tremble and 
repent, and learn to uſe your tongues to 


Lev. XX1V, 10-16, + Matt, xit. 36. 
better 
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better purpoſe in future! Read carefully the 
third chapter of James, and pray to God for 
his grace, and uſe your beſt endeavours to 


bridle your tongue, which, if you do not 
ſubdue and conquer, will ſurely — and 
ruin you. 


II. Conſider, alſo, what muſt be the con- 
ſequence of that unclean and adulterous 
courſe of life, which many of you follow. 
Common as this wickedneſs is in our colony 
(I believe no where more ſo) do not ſuppoſe, 
that the frequency will take away, or in the 
leaſt abate the criminality of it. Neither 
ſuppoſe that this ſin 1s leſs odious in the fight 
of God if committed in Port Jackſon, than 
in England. You may frame excuſes or 
plead neceſſity, for what you do, or permit 
to be done ; but the wora of God by which 
you muſt be at laſt judged, admits of no 
plea, or excuſe. The command is poſitive 


and abſolute, The declaration of God, Thou 


{ſhalt 
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halt not commit adultery *, is equally bind- 
ing upon perſons of all ranks, to whom it is 
known, at all times, and in all places. Think 
not, that the holy and juſt God will diſpenſe 
with his law, or relax the ſentence he has 
denounced againſt the breach of it, that you 
may with impunity indulge your corrupt 
deſires. No; it is written, whoremongers 
and adulterers God will judge. The apoſtle 
declares that no fornicator, adulterer, or un- 
clean perſon, can enter into the kingdom of 
God; he repeats this warning nearly in the 
ſame words, a ſecond and a third time. The 
heavens and the earth ſhall paſs away; but 
not one jot or tittle of his word can fail. All 
ſhall be fulfilled f. And therefore, however 
this ſin may be connived at by ſome, and 
committed by others, God will ſeverely 
puniſh offenders, unleſs they repent of their 
wickedneſs and forſake it. 


| * Ex0d, xx. 14 
+ Heb, xiii, 4. Gal. v. 17—21. Eph. v. 3—5. 
But 
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But I need not enlarge upon this ſubject, 
I have told you my thoughts of it again and 
again with faithfulneſs. It ſeems the plain- 
neſs of my language has hurt Ihe delicate 
feelings of ſome ; and the faithfulneſs I have 
uſed has excited the cenſure and ill-will of 
others. But why am I blamed, if I have 
only affirmed and proved from the ſcrip- 
tures, that no fornicator, adulterer, or unclean 
_ perſon can go to heaven when he dies, unleſs 
he repents of his evil practices, and turns 
from them, while he lives ? | 


But whether you will hear, or whether 
you will forbear, I muſt repeat the unwel- 
come truth. My conſcience, my duty, and 
my coinpaſſion, all urge me to deal faithfully 
with you. I mean and deſire to be under- 
ſtood, and therefore I muſt ſpeak plainly. It 
is my incention and deſire to awaken and 
alarm your conſciences : but alas! after all 1 
can ſay or do, I am too little underſtood or 
regarded. But I muſt deliver my own ſoul, 
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whether you will regard me or not. The 
day is coming when the Lord himſelf will 

| judge between you and me. Oh, repent, 
repent, before it be too late, 


III. The conduct of too many of you 
induces me to exhort and caution you farther 
againſt theft, and all kinds of diſhoneſty and 
villainy. 


I have often told you, both publicly and 
privately, that honeſty is the beſt policy. 
None have more reaſon to be convinced of 
this, than you who come hither as convicts, 
You have known by bitter experience, the 
unhappy conſequences of diſhoneſty. Have 
not many of you, for the ſake, perhaps, of a 

few ſhillings, unjuſtly obtained, plunged your- 
ſelves into miſery for the remainder of your 
lives? Several have made this acknowledg- 


ment to- me, in their dying moments. Learn 
therefore, ſtrive, and pray to be honeſt. 
Honeſty has its preſent advantages, An 

honeſt 
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honeſt man, however poor, can face this 
world with confidence. But a diſhoneſt be- 
haviour, with its conſtant attendant a guilty 


conſcience, will always fill the mind with fear 
and diſmay *. 


I do not mean, my friends, to reflect 
harſhly upon you for what is paſt, and cannot 
be recalled. I pity your paſt miſconduct ; I 
ſympathize with you under your preſent ſuf- 
ferings. And therefore I admoniſh and 
caution you to abſtain from this courſe for 
the time to come, Let then the troubles 
and afflictions you have brought upon your- 
ſelves be a warning, to regulate your future 
behaviour. Learn to be thankful for what 
God in his providence gives you, whether it 
be more or leſs. Attend to what our Lord 
ſays, Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould 
do unto you, do ye even ſo unto them. And 
to his apoſtle's direction, Let him that hath 
ſtolen, ſteal no more, but rather let him 

* Job xxiv. 16, 1). 
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labour, working with his hands the thing 
which is good, that he may have to give to 
him that needeth*. Follow this advice, and 
you will ſoon experience the benefit. 


IV. Beware of idleneſs. This 1s the fore- 
runner of many evils. Poverty, diſeaſe, diſ- 
grace, miſery, and too often an untimely death, 
are the conſequences of ſloth and indolence. 
Yield not to idleneſs; if you indulge it, you 
will find it grow upon you. Therefore, be 
diligent and induſtrious in your lawful call- 
ings. It is written in the Bible, and con- 
firmed by experience and obſervation, The 
idle ſoul ſhall ſuffer hunger, but the foul of 
the diligent ſhall be made fat f. 


5 
V. Be careful alſo to pay due reſpect, ſub- 
miſſion, and obedience to your ſuperiors. It 
is the good pleaſure of God that ſome ſhould 
be placed in more exalted, and others in a 
* Matt. vii. 12, Eph. iv. 24. 


* Prove xix. 1 5. & Xiii. 14. | 
More 
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more humble ſtation. And it is a proof of 
his wiſdom and goodneſs. The preſent ſtate 
of the world, and the general good of man- 
kind, render ſuch diſtinctions neceſſary. But 
whether we are high or low, whether called 
to command, or required to obey, our duties 
and obligations are mutual. It is in ſociety 
as in the human body. There are many 
members, and every member has its proper 
place, and its proper office. Let every ſoul 
be ſubject to the higher powers“. 


* N of _ 
Ad. — 8 


I have thus given you my beſt advice 
reſpecting what you ought to do, or to avoid. 
Permit me to invite your ſerious attention to 
what I have written. Conſider it carefully 
fer your oron ſakes. It concerns your preſent 
comfort. For though no works of ours, or 
what are called, moral virtues, can poſſibly 
procure us the favour of God, (for our beſt 
ſervices are imperfect and defiled, and need 
forgiveneſs) yet that knowledge and experi- 


* Rom. x111, 1, 
(3 2 ence 
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ence of the goſpel, which J have explained 
to you in the firſt part of this Addreſs, (and 
of which I earneſtly pray you may be made 
partakers) muſt be accompanied by a corre- 
wondent conduct, ſuch as I have ſet before 
you in the ſecond part. And this knowledge 
and this conduct will always be attended, 
though not always in the ſame degree, with 
an inward fettled peace, whereby the mind is 
reconciled to ſupport croſſes and afflictions, 
however great, or of long continuance, with 
a degree of fortitude and reſignation. Per- 
ſons under this influence will fay, when they 
meet with troubles, I will bear the indigna- 
tion of the Lord, becauſe ] have ſinned againſt 
him*. Should it pleaſe God, to anſwer the 
earneſt deſire of my ſoul, by giving you an 
experience of the goſpel peace, you will thank 
and praiſe him, even for bringing you hither; 
and you will ſee and confets, that your heavieſt 
afflictions have, in the event, proved to be 


your greateſt mercies. 


* Micab vii. Jo 
Your 


* 1 
Your future comfort and welfare in this 
world, depends upon this knowledge. For 
though no one knows what may befal him in 
this life, yet the real chriſtian has the comfort 
of knowing, that however it may go with the 
wicked, or whatever may happen to himſelf 
of a temporal nature, or whatever may be- 
come of his body, he is ſure (becauſe God 
has promiſed) that it ſhall be well with his 
ſoul at death. Ah! my brethren, then, 
more eſpecially then, believers will find the 
advantage of having made the word of God 
the foundation of their hope, and the rule of 
their life! 


Several of you, ſome to my knowledge, 
nave left affectionate, tender, and ſerious 
friends, huſbands, wives. parents, brothers, 
ſiſters, or children, in your native country, to 
lament your miſconduct, the ſufferings you 
have brought upon yourſelves, and the di1- 
grace in which you have involved your fami- 
lies. Let me intreat you, for ihe /ake of 

G 3 theſe, 
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theſe, to conſider your ways. Great comfort 
it will afford to thoſe who are now almoſt 
overwhelmed with grief on your account, to 
hear of your reformation and converſion. 
Theſe would be glad tidings, indeed, from a 


far country. The hopes they might then 


form of ſeeing you again, would be truly 


pleaſing ; it would be little leſs than receiving 
you again from the dead. Or if they never 
ſee you in this world, the proſpect of meeting 
with you in heaven, would add comfort to 
their dying hours. Oh! letnot their prayers 
and their tears be loſt upon you ! 


Attend to theſe things, for the ſake of 
ethers, who may follow you hither, in the 
like unhappy circumſtances. When they ſee 
your reformation, and that, in conſequence of 
it, you are more comfortable here, than you 
were at home, they may be induced and 


_ encouraged to follow your examples. Thus 


you will be inſtrumental in ſaving ſouls from 
death. 
I would 


3: 
I would farther plead with you, for the 
lake of the poor unenlightened ſavages, who 
daily viſit us, or who reſide amongſt us. If 
theſe ignorant natives, as they become more 


and more acquainted with our language and 


manners, hear you, many of you, curie, {wear, 


lie, abound in every kind of obſcene and 
profane converſation; and if they obſerve, 
that it is common with you to ſteal, to break 
the ſabbath, to be guilty of uncleannels, 
drunkenneſs, and other abominations ; how 
muſt their minds become prejudiced and their 
hearts hardened againſt that pure and holy 
religion which we profeſs? Oh beware of 
laying ſtumbling-blocks in the way of theſe 
blind people“, left the blood of their ſouls 
be one day required at your hands, 


And yet I fear, yea, I well know, that they 
have already heard and ſeen too much of ſuch 
language, and ſuch practices amongſt us. 
Already ſome of them have been taught to 


Ker. rin. 14. 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak ſuch language as they continually hear, 
and though they do not yet underſtand the 
meaning of the words they uſe, they can utter 
oaths and blaſphemies almoſt as readily as 
their Chriftian inſtructors. By-ſtanders divert 
themſelves with their attempts in this way, 
and think it is fine ſport. But, my friends, 
the ſcripture declares they are fools who make 
a mock at ſin*. But theſe things cauſe 
much ſorrow to thoſe who have any reverence 
tor God, or pity for their fellow creatures. I 
readily profeſs my own deep concern for theſe 
proceedings, and my utter abhorrence of 
them. And I moſt earneſtly intreat you, if 
you cannot inſtruct them in what is better, 
to have no communication at all with them, 
For if you make them partakers of your ſins, 
you muſt anſwer for it at the great day of 
judgment; if they then riſe up againſt you, 
for miſleading them, it will be much more 
tolerable for them than for you. 


* Prov. xiv. 9. 
Bud 
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But conſider, on the other hand, what 
may be the happy effects, were the natives to 
ſee, hear, and obſerve in you, and in all the 
Europeans here ; in miniſters and people, 
high and low, a conduct anſwerable to the 
doctrine and precepts of the goſpel. This 
might, by the bleſſing of God, be one of the 
moſt effectual means, to bring them to re- 
flection, and to engage them to ſeek an 
intereſt in. the bleſſings of the golpel for 


themſelves. 


Shall I beg and intreat you, for my /ake, 
to attend to the things pertaining to your true 
peace, My dear people, I will again declare 
(1 can appeal to the great God, who ſearcheth 
the hearts, that I ſpeak the truth) to ſee you 
converted from your evil ways, and ſeeking 
the ſalvation of God, Yes, to ſee you pay a 
due regard to theſe moſt important concerns, 
and to have reaſon to hope and believe, that 
you were brought to a ſaving acquaintance 
with the truths wiuch you hear of, or might 

| hear, 
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hear, as often as the Lord's day returns, 
would indeed greatly rejoice my foul. But 
to ſee ſo many of you turn a careleſs and deaf 
ear, this, my dear friends, is a cauſe of great, 
conſtant and increaſing grief to my ſoul. It 
wounds me to think, that any (alas! what 
numbers) ſhould thus refuſe and reject their 
own mercies; and riſk the ruin of their 
immortal ſouls, for the proſpect of a ſmall 
gain, or a ſhort ſinful gratification, 


My brethren, what ſhall I, what can I ſay 
more. I neither know what to add, nor how 
to leave off: once more, I beſeech you, for 
God's ſake, for the ſake of Jeſus the Saviour, 
who ſhed his precious blood to redeem fin- 
ners, and for the fake of your own fouk: 
by the holy incarnation of the Redeemer, by 
his agonies, temptations, death and refurrec- 
tion, by all the terrors of his frown, and by 
all the bleſſings of his love, by the joys of 
heaven, by the torments of hell, and by the 


ſolemnities of the approaching day of judg- 
ment, 


E 1 
ment; by all theſe conſiderations, I moſt ear- 
neſtly, affectionately, and faithfully admoniſh 
and intreat you, carefully to weigh what I 
have now ſet before you. - And oh! that the 
holy angels may carry to heaven the joyful 


news * of ſome ſinners being awakened and 
born to God, by reading or hearing this little 
book. O gracious God, do thou, by the 
power of thy Holy Spirit, make it thus effec- 
tual to the ſalvation and happineſs of this 


People 


And now to this gracious Lord, and to his 
care and bleſſing, I commend you. May he 
enable you to examine your hearts, princi- 
ples, and practice, by the ſtandard of his holy 
word. If you are ſtill ignorant and careleſs, 
it is a proof that you are, as yet, 1n the ſtate 
of nature, which is a ſtate of darkneſs, guilt, 
condemnation, and death, Will you not 
-pray to be delivered from it? You muſt, at 
leaſt, allow, that perhaps what you have 


* Luke xv. 10. 
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read, may be the truth. And even, of a 
poſſibility of theſe things being true, they 
deſerve your earneſt attention. For ſhould 
they be found fo at laſt, what will become of 
you, if you live and die impenitent ? There- 
fore, read this plain, affectionate Addrefs ſeri- 
ouſly. Read it a ſecond, a third, and a 
fourth time, till your hearts are affected by 
it. Remember, this is the advice of a2 
friend, of one who fincerely ſeeks, wiſhes, and 
longs for your happineſs. It is the advice of 
your miniſter, expreſsly appointed to watch 
over your ſouls, and who muſt ſhortly give 
an account of his miſſion to the Great Judge 
of all. Whether I ſhall die amongſt you, or 
be ſeparated from you while living, we ſhall, 
at laſt, meet before him. Then J muſt 
anſwer for my preaching, and yox for your 
hearing. Oh that this awful day of judgment 
may be often, yea, always, preſent to your 
thoughts, ard to mine! that we may live in 
conſtant expectation of its approach ! So that 
when the laſt loud trumpet ſhall ſound, we 
„ may 
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may ſtand with acceptance and boldneſs in 
his preſence, and be admitted as believers in 
the great Saviour, into his heavenly king- 
dom, with a © Well done, good and faithful 


; ſervant, enter thou into the joy of th 
Lord *. | | 


This will be my daily prayer to God for 
you. I ſhall pray for your eternal ſalvation, 


* 
k £ 44 
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for your preſent welfare, for the preſervation, 
peice, and proſperity of this colony: and 
eſpecially for the more abundant and manifeſt | 
ſucceſs of the Redeemer's cauſe and king- 
dom, and for the effuſion and out-pouring 
of his Holy Spizit, not only here, but in 
every part of the habitable globe. Longing, 
hc ping, and waiting for the dawn of that 
happy day, when the heathen ſhall be given 
to the Lord Jeſus for his inheritance, and 
the uttermoſt parts of the earth for his 
poſſeſſion: and when all the ends of the 
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earth ſhall ſee, believe, and rejoice in the 


ſalvation of God“. 
I am your affectionate Friend and 
Servant in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


RICHARD JOHNSON. 


„Pf. ii. 8. & xcviii. 3. 
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